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CHAPTER 113

The Embalmers and Funeral Directors Act
1 . In this Act,
(a) "approved school" means a school or college approved
by the Board ;
(b) "articled student" means a student who is articled

to a licensed funeral director or a licensed embalmer
in accordance with the regulations;
(c) "Board" means Board of Examiners appointed

under this Act;
(d) "certificate of qualification" means a certificate of

qualification issued under this Act;
(e) "embalming" means presen-ation of the dead human

body, entire or in part, by the use of chemical substances, fluid s or gases, ord inarily used, prepared
or intended for such purpose, either by the outward
application of such chemical substances, fluids or
gases on the body, or by the introduction thereof
into t he body by vascular or hypodermic injection
or by direct application into the organs or cavities,
and "embalm" has a corresponding meaning;
(J) "funeral director" means a person who operates
for himself, or under his own or any other name for
another person, partnership, firm or incorporated
company, a business for the purpose of furnishing
funeral supplies and services to the public;
(g) "licence" means licence issued under this Act and

includes a renewal thereof;
(h) "licensed embalmer" means a person holding an

embalmer's licence under this Act;
(i) "licensed funeral director" means a person holding
a funeral director's licence under this Act;

Interpretation .
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(j) "Minister" means Minister of Health;
(k) "permit" means a permit issued under this Act;
(l) "regulations" means regulations made under this

Act. 1947, c. 33, s.1.
Board of
Exami n ers.

2.- (1) The Board of Examiners shall consist of five persons
of whom not less than three shall be licensed funeral directors
and such persons shall be appointed by the LieutenantGovernor in Council and shall hold office during pleasure.

Officers.

(2) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint a
member of the Board to act as chairman and another member
to act as vice-chairman, and the members of t he Board shall
elect one of the members to be the secretary-treasurer.

Quorum .

(3) Three members of the Board shall constitute a quorum.
1947, c. 33, s. 2.
.

Assistant
secretary.

3. The Board may appoint an assistant secretary .who shall
be paid such remuneration out of the funds of the Board as
the Board may determine. 1947, c. 33, s. 3.

Meetings.

4.- (1) The Board shall hold meetings at least three times
in every year at such time and place as may be deemed
advisable by the majority of the members and may hold
additiona l meetings at t he call of the chairman or of any two
members.

Notice o f
meetings.

(2) Notice of every meeting, whether general or special,
shall be s~nt by the secretary-treasurer by prepaid registered
post to every member of the Board at his address as last
entered upon the register, not less than seven days before the
day of the holding of the meeting.

\Valver of
n otice.

(3) Notwithstanding a ny of the provisions of this section,
where a ll the members of the Board are present and waive
notice and consent to the holding of a meeting, a meeting of
the Board may be held at any time and place. 1947,. c. 33,
s. 4.

Powers of
ch airman
acting for
Boa r d .

5.- (1) Where owing to the urgent nature of any situation
requiring the consideration of the Board it is impossible to
convene a meeting, the chairman shall act as and for the Board
and shall report the circumstances of the case a nd the action
taken thereon at the next meeting.
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(2) Th~ decision of the chairman in such circumstances ~e~T~i~~fof
shall, sub1ect to subsection 3 of section 15, be fina l and binding chairman.
unless and until reversed or altered by the Board. 1947,
c. 33, s. s.
6 .-(1) The receipts and expenditures of the Board shall be Audit.
audited by a chartered accountant who is not a member of the
Board.
(2) All moneys and securities received or held by the Board ;:coung1~:.nd
shall be held in the name of "Board of Examiners under The
Embalmers and Funeral Directors Act" and the moneys may
be deposited in a branch of a chartered bank or a Province
of Ontario Savings Office and shall be withdrawn by the
secretary-treasurer on the order of the Board, and securities
may be purchased and sold by the secretary-treasurer on the
order of t he Board. 194 7, c. 33, s. 6.

7 . The Board shall make a report to the l\linister, on orRBepodrt
oar . of
before the 31st day of January in every year, showing,
(a) the names of all licensed embalmers and funeral

directors in Ontario, specifying whether "embalmer"
or "funeral director", and in the case of a funeral
director, the name under which his business is carried
on;
(b) the number of new certificates of qualification
granted during the preceding year and the persons
to whom granted;
(c) the number of applications for certificates of qualification refused during the preceding year, and the
reason for refusal;
(d) the number of certificates of qualification revoked
d uring the preceding year, and the reason for
revocation;

(e) the amount of fees received during the preceding
year;
(J) the revenue and expenditure of the Board during the

year in detail, and the assets and liabilities at the
end of the year; and
(g) such other matters as may be d irected by t he
Minister. 1947, c. 33, s. 7.
8. The Public A ulhorilies Protect1.on A ct shall apply to the ~rP~~~~~~a~..
members and officials of the Board. 1947, c. 33, s. 8.
c. 303.
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F u nera l
d irecto r's
lice nce
require d .

9.-(1) No person shall act as a funeral director un less he
is a licensed funeral director or is the holder of a permit.

E mbalmer's
licence or
perm it
re qu ir ed.

(2) No person shall embalm a dead human body unless he is
a licensed embalmer or is the holder of a permit.

Ex<'eptions.

EMBALMERS Al\'"O FUNERAL DIRECTORS

(3) Subsection 2 shall not apply,
(a) to an articled student working under the direct

supervision of an embalmer;
(b) to a student of, or a person employed in a recognized

school of medicine; or
(c) in a sparsely settled area where an embalmer is not

available.
Sh ipment of
bod}' out o f
O nta ri o.

Licence
renewals.

194i, c. 33, s. 9.

10. No person shall ship a dead human body out of Ontario
unless it has been embalmed and prepared for shipment by a
licensed embalmer. 1947, c. 33, s. 10.

11.- (1) The Board may issue a funeral direc tor's 'licence
or an embalmer's licence to a person who,
(a) is the holder of a certificate of qualification ;

(b) is not less than 21 years of age; and
(c) has complied with the requirements of the regulations,

and may issue renewals thereof.
Funera l
directo r's
licence.

(2) For the purposes of this Act and the regulations, every
licensed funeral director shall be deemed to be a licensed
embalmer.

Expi ration .

(3) Every licence and every renewal thereof shall expire on
the 31st day of December next following the date of such
licence or renewal. 1947, c. 33, s. 11.

Permits.

Condition>;;
expiration.

12.- (1) For the purpose of serving the public in sparsely
settled areas of Ontario, the Board may issue a permit to a
person who is not the holder of a certificate of qualification.

(2) A permit may be issued upon such terms and subject
to such conditions as the Board may prescribe, and every
permit shall expire on the 31st day of December next following
the date thereof or upon such earlier date as the Board may
determine. 1947, c. 33, s. 12.
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18. Every person who holds a licence or permit shall cause J?isplay
· to be d"tspIayed at all times
·
. place of business or t he hcence;
it
at his
permit.
place of business where he is employed, and failure to comply
with this section shall be prima facie evidence that such person
is not the holder of a licence or permit. 194 7, c. 33, s. 13.

or

14.-(1) The Board mav
issue a certificate of qualification quahftcatlon.
Cert!ftcata or
·

t o any person,

(a) who,
(i) has served the period of apprenticeship required by the regulations and completed a
course at an approved school, or
(ii) is the holder of a certificate of qualification
issued bv the board of <xaminers under anv
public general Act of Ontario relating t~
embalmers and undertakers or emba lmers
and funeral directors, or
(iii) satisfies the Board that for a period of not
less than five years he held a licence and was
engaged as an embalmer in a jurisdiction
designated by the regulations;
(b) who satisfies the Board that he is of good moral
character;
(c) who passes examinations prescribed by the Board;
and
(d) who pays the prescribed fee.

(2) A cer tificate of qualification issued by the board of ~~~;itno~er
examiners under any public general :kt of Ontario relating to tiftcates.
emba lmers and undertakers or embalmers and funera l directors
to a person who on the 30th day of June, 1947, was licensed
as an em balm er or funeral director shall have the same force
and effect as a certificate of qualification issued under this
Act.
(3) Where the holder of a certificate of qualification is not qanoella-

.
for a peno
. d o f fi ve consecutive
.
t1on by
t h e h old er o f a licence
years, failure
to
the certificate of qualification shall ipso facto be deemed to be use.
revoked. 1947 , c. 33, s. 14.

15.-(1) The Board may suspend the licence or. .permit of
pension
. os,us11cenoa.
any person for such period an d upon sue h cond 1t1ons as 1t permit.
deems proper.
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Can cella tion of
licence,
permit.

(2) The Board may revoke the certificate of qualification
and cancel the licence of any person, or may cancel the permit
of any person where all of the members of the Board find that
such person has been guilty of infamous or disgraceful conduct
in a professional respect, as defined by the regulations.

Appeal.

(3) Any person in respect of whom action is taken by the
Board under this section may, within seven days of receiving
notice in writing of the Board's action, appeal in writing to
the Minister who may give such direction to the Board as he
deems proper and there shall be no appeal therefrom. 1947,
c. 33, s. 15.

R e-issue o f
certi ficate
o f q u alitlca t1on .

16. Where the certificate of qualification of any person has
been revoked, the Board may issue a certificate of qualification to him where he,

E MBALMERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

(a) satisfies the Board that he is of good moral character,

and that he is a fit and proper person to be the
holder of a certificate of qualification; and
(b) pays the prescribed fees.
M ore t ha n
o n e pl ace
of bus iness.

1947, c. 33, s. 16.

17. Where a funeral director carries on business with the
public at more than one place of business,
(a) he may act as manager of only one of such places

of business and each of the other places of business
shall be deemed to be a branch;
(b) he shall employ a different licensed funeral director
as manager of each branch ; and

(c) the manager of each branch shall have his ordinary
residence,
'
(i) in the same municipality as the branch, or
I

(ii) within five miles of the branch. 1947, c. 33,
s. 17.
L im itation
of actio ns
for negligence.

18. A licensed embalmer or licensed funeral director shall
not be liable to any action for negligence or malpractice in
respect of professional services requested or rendered, unless
the action is commenced within three months from the date
when, in the matter complained of, such professional services
terminated . 1947, c. 33, s. 18.
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19. T he Board may,
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Schools.

(a) approve any school or college which has for its

purpose instruction in embalming and general preparation for and burial of the dead human body;
and
(b) pay out of the funds held by the Board such sums
as it may deem proper to assist in the establishment
or maintenance of any such school. 1947, c. 33, s. 19.

20. Subject to the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Regulations.
Council, the Board may make regulations,
(a) prescribing the equipment, facilities and other re-

quirements for approved schools;
(b) prescribing the requirements for admission to approved schools;
(c) prescribing the courses of training and instruction
for approved schools;

(d) providing for a system of apprenticeship under
articles of apprenticeship for studcn ~s of approved
schools and prescribing a limi tation upon or otherwise regulating the number of articled students;

(e) providing for the registration of articled students
with the Board;
(J) providing for the examination of candidates for
certificates of qualification;

(g) authorizing the Board to alter the requirements of
section 14 and the regulations in the case of an
applicant for a certificate of qualification who has
had special experience or training either within or
outside of Ontario;
(h) prescribing jurisdictions for the purpose of subclause
iii of clause a of subsection 1 of section 14;
(i) providing for special courses of training and instruct ion for holders of certificates of qualification and
requiring holders of certificates of qualification to
take all or any of such courses;
(j) providing for the issue of certificates of qualification
a nd the issue and renewal of licences and permits;
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(k) prescribing fees payable to the Board by articled
students, applicants for certificates of qualification
and upon the issue and renewal of licences and
permits including special fees payable in special
circumstances;
(l) prescribing minimum standards for the premises,

accommodation and equipment of funera l directors
and providing for the inspection and approval
thereof;
(m) governing the embalming materials which may be
used in embalming a dead human body;
(n) regulating the practice and procedure upon hearings
of the Board ;
(o) defining "infamous or disgraceful conduct m a
professional respect";
(p) prescribing the books and records to be kept by the
Board;

(q) prescribing the d u ties of the secretary-treasurer and
the assistant secretary of t he Board ;
(r) providing for the employment by the Board of such
persons or services as may be required and fo r the
payment of expenses;
(s) providing for the payment of a per dt"em allowance
and an a llowance for travelling and living expenses to
members of the Board while engaged upon the b usiness of the Board;
(t) respecting any other matter necessary or advisable
to carry ou t effectively the intent and purpose of
this Act. 1947, c. 33, s. 20.
Otrences
penalt ies. an d

21 . -(1) E very person who,

(a) violates any of the provisions of section 9; or
(b) not being the holder of a licence, holds himself out
as an embalmer or uses any sign, letters, words or
abbreviation implying that he is an embalmer ; or
(c) not being the holder of a funeral d irector's licence,
holds himself out as a fu neral director or uses any
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sign, letters, words or abbreviation implying that
he is a fun era l director; or
(d) viola tes any of the other provisions of this Act or
the regulations,
s hall be guilty of an offence and , subject to subsection 2,
on summary conviction shall be liable to a penalty of not more
t han $25.
(2) Where an offence prescribed in clause a, b or c of sub- c~ntlnuing
section 1 continues beyond one day, t he penalty shall be not ~e~~~~.
more than $25 for each day during which the ofTence con tinues.
1947, c. 33 , s. 21.

